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legally of age, she lent herself to a plot which drove her minister
Ol6zaga into exile and destroyed the government which had
been formed with such care and difficulty. The young Queen
was apparently induced by the camarilla of plotters to make a
serious charge against the Premier: that he had bolted the doors
of her apartment, and then, by physical violence (catching hold
of her dress and seizing her hand), had forced her to sign a
decree to which she had objected. The story was obviously a
fabrication; the doors had no bolts. Olozaga1 persisted in his
denial, while the Queen held by the declaration which she had
made on the morning after, adding, however, the puzzling
admission that she and her minister had parted on friendly terms
and that she had given him a box of chocoktes for his daughter.
When questioned on the subject in later life, Isabella was un-
certain what had happened about the decree, but she was quite
certain about the chocolates.2 Chocolates lay about on all the
chairs in the Palace. Isabella realized the ambition of every
child of her own age and her own time: If only I could be
Queen for one day! The days grew to years, and Isabella grew
up. She was Queen, but she was never Queen over her passions.
"A safe word whispered by a crawling confessor, an attack of
nerves on a cloudy day, the appearance of a well-made soldier
at a levee, have often sufficed to make and break administra-
tions.'^

The politics of the Palace were the politics of the bedchamber
^the private chapel. Behind the throne stood Father Claret,
the Queers confessor, and Sor Patrocinio, in whose hands and
feet were the marks of the wounds of Christ. Father Claret, in
spite of his name,4 had to be taken seriously, even by the super-
ficial and heretical English, for his time and talents were by
no means fully occupied in hearing the Queen's confessions.

1 Olozaga was the inventor of the phrase "the traditional obstacles**, a
formula which, as long as it remains undefined, is elastic and convenient.
3 Perez Galdos, Memoranda, 20.

3 John Hay, Castilian Days, 357.

4  Ven. Antonio  Maria Claret y Clara1, 1807-70.  He was declared
venerable by Leo XIII on the 4th Dec. 1899.